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ABSTRACT 



A train radio communication system includes a plurality of 
land communication equipments and a train communication 
equipment. The land communication equipments are 
arranged at predetermined intervals along a railroad on 
which a train travels and designed to output transmission 
signals having different frequencies. The train communica- 
tion equipment is arranged in the train and designed to set a 
radio channel between the train communication equipment 
and one of the land communication equipments during travel 
of the train. The train communication equipment includes a 
plurality of antennas, an antenna switch, a receiver, and an 
antenna controller. The antennas respectively receive the 
transmission signals from the land communication equip- 
ments. The antenna switch selects one of the antennas. The 
receiver demodulates an output from the antenna selected by 
the antenna switch and outputs a reception signal. The 
antenna controller includes a current position detecting 
section for detecting a current traveling position of the train 
and controls the antenna switch in accordance with a current 
traveling position from the current position detecting sec- 
tion. 



8 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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TRAIN RADIO COMMUNICATION SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a train radio communi- 5 
cation system of a diversity reception scheme and t more 
particularly, a train radio communication system for always 
holding the optimum communication quality in a train 
communication system. 

FIG. 7 shows a conventional train radio communication 10 
system. 

Various communicating schemes for a train radio com- 
munication system have been proposed and put into prac- 
tice. Of these schemes, a space diversity reception scheme is 
highly evaluated. The basic arrangement of the space diver- * 5 
sity reception scheme will be described below with refer- 
ence to FIG. 7. 

Referring to FIG. 7, a large number of land communica- 
tion equipments 31 are installed at given intervals along a 
railroad on which a train travels, and a train communication 20 
equipment 32 performs communication while sequentially 
switching the land communication equipments 31 with 
which the train communication equipment 32 communicates 
during travel. FIGS. 7 shows a case wherein the train 
communication equipment 32 is communicating with one of 25 
the plurality of land communication equipments 31. The 
train communication equipment 32 comprises an antenna 
unit 321 constituted by a plurality of antennas 321rz to 321n, 
a reception unit 322 constituted by a plurality of receivers 
322a to 322/j, a channel monitor unit 323 constituted by a 30 
plurality of channel monitors 323a to 323n, a channel 
quality comparator 324 for specifying a reception route 
having the optimum quality by comparing output results 
from the channel monitors 323a to 323n of the channel 
monitor unit 323, and a receiver selection switch 325 for 35 
selecting one of reception outputs from the receivers 322a to 
322n on the basis of the comparison result obtained by the 
channel quality comparator 324. 

The antennas 321a to 321n, the receivers 322a to 322n. 
and the channel monitors 323a to 323n are arranged in a 
one-to-one correspondence, and respectively constitute 
independent reception routes. That is, an RF signal modu- 
lated/transmitted by/from the land communication equip- 
ment 31 is sent to the receivers 322a to 322n via the antennas 
321a to 321n in the train communication equipment 32 to be 
demodulated and output as reception outputs. The channel 
monitors 323a to 323/t evaluate the qualities of the reception 
outputs and output the respective qualities as numerical 
values. Although various quality evaluation methods are 5(J 
available in this case, a method based 6n received power 
level is often used for an analog scheme; and a method based 
on a bit error rate (BER) or the like, for a digital scheme. 

The channel quality comparator 324 compares the 
received power levels or BERs in the respective reception 55 
routes, sent from the channel monitors 323a to 323/t, with 
each other to specify one reception route which is evaluated 
as a reception route having the highest channel quality. The 
receiver selection switch 325 receives all the reception 
outputs from the receivers 322a to 322n and has a function $0 
of selecting and outputting only one reception output from 
the receiver belonging to the reception route specified by the 
channel quality comparator 324. 

The antennas 321a to 321« in the antenna unit 321 are 
arranged at spatially different positions. In general, multi- 65 
plexed wave propagation occurs in mobile communication 
including train radio communication, resulting in a deterio- 



40 



45 



ration in communication quality. However, with the arrange- 
ment of a plurality of antennas installed at spatial different 
positions, even if the channel quality of a reception route 
including a given antenna deteriorates owing to multiplexed 
wave propagation, there is a possibility that good channel 
quality is maintained in some reception route including 
another antenna, because different multiplexed wave arrival 
environments are set in the respective reception routes. 
Therefore, optimum channel quality can be expected to be 
maintained by selecting a reception route having a high 
received power level or a reception route having a low BER 
with the arrangement described above. 

In addition, a diversity reception unit including at least 
four directional antennas and three receivers is disclosed in 
Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 61-72421. In this equip- 
ment, while diversity reception is performed by using two 
receivers, a search for a high-output antenna is made by 
using the remaining one receiver, thereby realizing better 
reception. 

In such a conventional diversity reception unit, however, 
a plurality of reception routes, i.e., a plurality of antennas 
and a plurality of receivers and channel monitors are 
required. Consequently, the train communication equipment 
increases in size and cost. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
economical train radio communication system with a small 
equipment size. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
highly reliable train radio communication system. 

In order to achieve the above objects, according to the 
present invention, there is provided a train radio communi- 
cation system comprising a plurality of land communication 
equipments, arranged at predetermined intervals along a 
railroad on which a train travels, for outputting transmission 
signals having different frequencies, and a train communi- 
cation equipment, arranged in the train, for setting a radio 
channel between the train communication equipment and 
one of the land communication equipments during travel of 
the train, the train communication equipment including a 
plurality of antennas for respectively receiving the transmis- 
sion signals from the land communication equipments, an 
antenna switch for selecting one of the antennas, a receiver 
for demodulating an output from the antenna selected by the 
antenna switch and outputting a reception signal, and 
antenna control means, including current position detecting 
means for detecting a current traveling position of the train, 
for controlling the antenna switch in accordance with a 
current traveling position from the current position detecting 
means. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a train radio commu- 
nication system according to an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the detailed arrange- 
ment of a position detector in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a view for explaining an arrangement for the 
hand over operation of the train radio communication sys- 
tem of the present invention; 

FIGS. 4 A to 4D are timing charts for explaining the hand 
over operation of the arrangement in FIG. 3; 
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FIGS. 5 A to 5K are timing charts showing the operation 
of the train radio communication system in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a train communication 
equipment in a train radio communication system according 
to another embodiment of the present invention; and 5 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a conventional train 
radio communication system. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 10 
EMBODIMENTS 

Embodiments of the present invention will be described 
below with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

FIG. 1 shows the arrangement of a train radio communi- 
cation system according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. FIG. 2 shows the detailed arrangement of a 
position detector in the train radio communication system of 
the present invention. Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the train 
radio communication system comprises a plurality of land 
communication equipments U arranged at predetermined 
intervals along a railroad on which a train travels and 
designed to transmit transmission signals having different 
frequencies, and a train communication equipment 12 
arranged in the train and designed to set a radio channel 
between the equipment 12 and one of the land communica- 
tion equipments 11 during travel of the train. 

The train communication equipment 12 comprises an 
antenna unit 121, a reception unit 122, and an antenna 
controller 123. The antenna unit 121 is constituted by a 
plurality of antennas 121a to 121* for receptively receiving 
transmission signals including land position information and 
sent from the land communication equipments 11, and an 
antenna switch 121m for selecting one of the antennas 121a 
to 121*. The reception unit 122 is constituted by a receiver 35 
122a for demodulating an output from one of the antennas 
121a to 121*, selected by the antenna switch 121m, and 
outputting a reception signal and land position information, 
and a channel monitor 122b for monitoring the quality of the 
reception signal received by the receiver 122a. The antenna 40 
controller 123 controls the antenna switch 121m in accor- 
dance with land position information from the receiver 122a 
and outputs from the channel monitor 122b and the antenna 
switch 121m. The antenna controller 123 in this embodiment 
sequentially sets, in a memory, antenna numbers corre- 
sponding to current positions obtained by using space cor- 
relation coefficients associated with spatial diversity control 
of the antennas 121a to 121n with respect to current position 
information, and operates the antenna switch 121m in accor- 
dance with the antenna numbers set in the memory. The 
antenna controller 123 will be described in detail below. 

The antenna controller 123 includes a position detector 
123a, a timer 123c, a speedometer 123a*, a distance calcu- 
lator 123e, a memory 123b, a correlation coefficient calcu- 
lator 123/, a memory 123/t, and an antenna switching 
information generator 123g. The position detector 123a 
outputs a reset pulse 23 every time the detector receives land 
position information 42 from each of the land communica- 
tion equipments 11 installed at a plurality of reference points 
and detects one of the reference points. The position detector 
123a then decodes the land position information 42 to detect 
an address 25 of the current reference point and outputs the 
address (lower address) of the reference point The timer 
123c is initialized in response to the reset pulse 23 from the 
position detector 123a and counts an elapsed time 24 
afterward. The speedometer 123a* measures a traveling 
speed 21 of the train. The distance calculator 123e is 
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constituted by an integrator and designed to calculate a 
traveling distance 22 from a reference point detected on the 
basis of the traveling speed 21 from the speedometer 123a 1 
and the elapsed time 24 from the timer 123c. The memory 
123b stores a radio wave propagation parameter associated 
with a current position in advance and outputs radio wave 
propagation parameters 26 associated with a current travel- 
ing position on the basis of the traveling distance Cower 
address) 22 from the distance calculator 123e and the 
address (lower address) 25 of the reference point from the 
position detector 123a. The correlation coefficient calculator 
123/ calculates a space correlation coefficient 27 at each 
current traveling position on the basis of the radio wave 
propagation parameters 26 from the memory 123b and a 
current antenna number 41 from the antenna switch 121m. 
The antenna switching information generator 123g com- 
pares the space correlation coefficients 27 from the correla- 
tion coefficient calculator 123/ with each other, and stores an 
antenna number corresponding to the minimum correlation 
value in the memory 123/j. In addition, the antenna switch- 
ing information generator 123g outputs the contents 
(antenna switching information 30) of the memory 123/j to 
the antenna switch 121m in response to an antenna switching 
request 29 from the channel monitor 122b. 

FIG. 2 shows an example of the position detector 123a. A 
land position information separator 51 separates multiplexed 
land position information 20 from a reception signal sent 
from the receiver 122a and outputs the information to a 
reference point address converter 52 and a word detector 53. 
The reference point address converter 52 decodes the land 
position information 20 and converts it into the identification 
number of a distance reference point which the train is 
currently passing. The reference point address converter 52 
then outputs the identification number, as the upper address 
25 for reading out the radio wave propagation parameter 
from the memory 123b, to the memory 123b. The reference 
point address converter 52 includes a protective function of 
preventing output of an incorrect upper address 25 when an 
error occurs on a communication transmission path, and a 
function of systematically decoding the land position infor- 
mation 20 on the basis of past travel data and the like. The 
word detector 53 has a function of detecting a predetermined 
specific signal pattern included in the land position infor- 
mation 20 from the land position information separator 51. 
ITie word detector 53 outputs the detection result to a reset 
pulse generator 54. The specific signal pattern is a signal 
pattern transmitted between the train communication equip- 
ment 12 and each land communication equipment 11 in 
accordance with a predetermined procedure to determine a 
time reference point. The reset pulse generator 54 estimates, 
on the basis of past travel data, data of a received state, and 
the like, the time at which the train passes a distance 
reference point, and outputs the reset pulse 23 to the timer 
123c at the moment when the train passes the distance 
reference point. 

The operation of the train radio communication system 
having the above arrangement will be described below. 

The hand over operation of the train radio communication 
system of the present invention will be briefly described 
first. In general, when the time point at which the train 
passes a reference point is to be accurately specified (within 
the range of an error of 1 m), a land communication 
equipment may perform position detection (using, e.g., an 
infrared sensor or a laser) with respect to the train commu- 
nication equipment, and the resultant information may be 
multiplexed on transmission data to be supplied to the train 
communication equipment Addition of a means for realiz- 
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ing this method leads to demerits of complicating the system 
and increasing the cost. Furthermore, a remarkable effect 
cannot be expected from this addition. 

In this method, therefore, the method shown in FIGS. 3 
and 4A to 4D is generally employed when one train com- 5 
munication equipment 12 continuously performs communi- 
cation while passing a plurality of land communication 
equipments 11 (similar to the hand over operation of a 
vehicle telephone). More specifically, the train communica- 
tion equipment 12 has a plurality of receiver systems and 10 
receives radio waves having cUfTerent frequencies from two 
or more land commumcation equipments 11. As the distance 
to the currently selected land communication equipment 11 
decreases, the train communication equipment 12 selects the 
next land communication equipment 11 before communica- 
tion is disabled in terms of the directivity characteristics of 
the antennas, thereby continuously performing communica- 
tion. The hand over operation employed by the present 
invention will be described in detail below with reference to 
FIGS. 3 and 4A to 4D. 

20 

FIG. 3 shows the geographical arrangement of the land 
communication equipments 11 of the train communication 
system, the arrangement of radio frequencies used, the 
arrangement of zones each serving as a unit of repetition of 
radio frequencies, and the transceiver arrangement of the ^ 
train communication equipment 12. FIGS. 4A to 4D show an 
example of how the radio frequencies are switched to 
maintain an optimum communication state as the relative 
positional relationship between the land communication 
equipments 11 and the train communication equipment 12 30 
changes with time during travel of the train. 

Referring to FIG. 3, the land communication equipments 
11 are arranged at given intervals along the traveling path of 
the train. Radio frequencies fl, f2, and f3 are sequentially 
assigned to the respective land communication equipments 35 
11. Each land communication equipment 11 is communi- 
cating with the train communication equipment 12 with the 
corresponding radio frequency. The radio frequencies fl, f2, 
and f3 constitute a zone A, a zone B, . . . , each serving as 
a unit of repetition of the radio frequencies. The train 40 
communication equipment 12 includes three transceivers of ' 
the radio frequencies fl, f2, and f3 to communicate with any 
land communication equipment. 

A hand over operation to be performed when the train 
communication equipment 12 travels from the right to the 45 
left in FIG. 3 will be described next with reference to the 
timing charts in FIGS. 4A to 4D. The train communication 
equipment 12 is traveling while receiving a signal from the 
land communication equipment 11 located at a position a2 
via the receiver of the radio frequency fl at a position 50 
corresponding to a land communication equipment position 
cl in FIG. 4 ("FIG. 4D" will be omitted and only a position 
will be specified hereinafter). One of the receivers of the 
radio frequencies fl, f2 t and f3 which is actually used for 
reception will be called a current receiver hereinafter. The 55 
train communication equipment 12 simultaneously receives 
RF signals having the radio frequencies f2 and £3 as well as 
an RF signal having the radio frequency fl via the corre- 
sponding receivers. Referring to FIGS. 4 A to 4C, the dotted 
lines respectively indicate channel qualities (e.g., received 60 
power levels or BERs) monitored by the respective receivers 
of the train communication equipment 12. A receiver exhib- . 
iting optimum channel quality is used as a current receiver, 
and a receiver having channel quality which is lower than 
that of the current receiver but is equal to or higher than a 65 
certain level at which no problem is posed in terms of 
communication is assigned as a spare receiver. The spare 



6 

receiver is used for communication in place of the current 
receiver when the current receiver fails. At the position cl, 
the radio frequency fl exhibits the highest channel quality, 
and the receiver of the radio frequency fl is used as a current 
receiver to receive a signal from the land communication 
equipment 11 at the position a2. In addition, since the radio 
frequency f2 exhibits the second highest channel quality, the 
receiver of the radio frequency f2 is assigned as a spare 
receiver to receive a signal from the land communication 
equipment 11 at a position b2. At this time point, the 
receiver, in the train communication equipment 12, which 
corresponds to the radio frequency f3 is receiving a signal 
from the land communication equipment 11 at a position c2. 
However, since the radio frequency f3 exhibits the lowest 
channel quality, the receiver of the radio frequency f3 cannot 
be used for communication. 

As the train communication equipment 12 in FIG. 3 
moves in the traveling direction, the distances to the land 
communication equipments 11 located at the positions a2, 
b2, and c2 corresponding to the radio frequencies fl, f2, and 
f3 decrease. Therefore, all the channel qualities correspond- 
ing to the radio frequencies fl, f2, and f3 improve. When the 
train communication equipment 12 arrives at a position a 
distance Lmin before the position a2, the directivity range of 
the antenna connected to the receiver of the radio frequency 
fl deviates from the directivity range of the antenna of the 
land communication equipment 11 located at the position a2. 
As a result, communication via the channel of the radio 
frequency fl is disabled. The distance Lmin is determined 
by the directivity characteristics of the antennas of the train 
communication equipment 12 and the land communication 
equipment 11. For example, the distance Lmin is 30 to 50 m. 
At this time, the channel quality corresponding to the radio 
frequency f2 becomes the highest, and hence the receiver 
corresponding to the radio frequency f2 is used as a current 
receiver. In addition, since the channel quality correspond- 
ing to the radio frequency 13 in FIG. 4C exceeds the 
aforementioned level, the receiver corresponding to the 
radio frequency. f3 is assigned as a spare receiver. In the 
system using such a hand over scheme, from the viewpoint 
of a currently selected one of a plurality of reception 
systems, reception of land position information which has 
been received is abruptly interrupted at the moment when a 
deviation from the directivity of the antenna occurs. From 
the viewpoint of a reception system which will receive a 
radio wave from the land communication equipment 11 
next, the next land position information is abruptly received 
when the train arrives at a position where the information 
can be identified (after the received power level gradually 
increases as the train approaches the land communication 
equipment 11). During this period, there is a coexistence 
section (interval) in which two pieces of position informa- 
tion generated by the two land communication equipments 
11 are properly received at once. Therefore, it is necessary 
to determine which one of the pieces of land position 
information is to be selected. Although various means for 
this determination can be considered, they can be classified 
into the following two methods: 
method Q): monitoring received power levels and select- 
ing the land communication equipment 11 having a 
higher received power level, 
method (2): selecting the land communication equipment 
11 having fewer errors by using a BER detection means 
or other error detection means (e.g., a CRC detection 
means). 

At the time point at which pieces of land position infor- 
mation are detected, a switching method based on method 
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(T) or method (5) is used to switch the land communication distance calculator 123e, which indicates the distance by 

equipments 11. FIGS. 4 A to 4D show switching processing which the train has traveled after passing the time reference 

of land position information in this embodiment. point 

This method of specifying land position information can The timer 123c initializes its output in response to the 

be said to be a diversity reception scheme. However, the 5 reset pulse 23 from the position detector 123a as a time 

method is used for only a hand over scheme and is not the reference point, and outputs the elapsed time 24 after 

object of the present invention. passing the time reference point to the distance calculator 

Note that each land communication equipment 11 has a 123c. 

general arrangement constituted by a multiplexer for trans- The speedometer 123J digitizes the traveling speed 21 of 

mission data, control signals, and land position information, 10 the train and outputs the resultant data to the distance 

a transmitter (modulating and radio sections), and an calculator 123e. The distance calculator 123c integrates the 

antenna. traveling speed 21 from the speedometer 123a" by using the 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 4A to 4D, a large number of land elapsed time 24 from the timer 123c to calculate a traveling 

communication equipments 11 are installed at predeter- distance after passing a given reference point. The distance 

mined intervals along a railroad to communicate with a train 15 calculator 123c digitizes the calculation result and outputs 

which is traveling. The train communication equipment 12 the resultant data as the traveling distance (lower address) 22 

arranged in the train performs communication while sequen- to the memory 123b and the correlation coefficient calcula- 

tially switching the land communication equipments 11 with tor 123/ 

which me train communication equipment 12 communicates The correlation coefficient calculator 123/ receives the 

during travel of the train. FIG. 1 shows a case wherein one 20 radio wave propagation parameters 26 from the memory 

of the land communication equipments 11 and the train 123b, the traveling distance 22 from the distance calculator 

communication equipment 12 are communicating with each 123e, and the current antenna number 41 from the antenna 

other. switch 121m in the antenna unit 121, and calculates space 

The land communication equipment 11 multiplexes the correlation coefficients between the current antennas and the 

land position information 42 on, e.g., an identification 25 remaining antennas on the basis of the radio wave propa- 

number transmission signal from the land communication gation parameters 26 and the traveling distance 22. The 

equipment 11 and transmits the resultant signal to the train correlation coefficient calculator 123/ outputs the calculation 
communication equipment 12. The antenna switch 121m of results, as the space correlation coefficients 27, to the 

the antenna unit 121 selects one of the antennas 121a to antenna switching information generator 123$. 

121rc in accordance with the antenna switching information 30 The antenna switching information generator 123g com- 

30 from the antenna switching information generator 123g pares the space correlation coefficients 27 with each other, 

in the antenna controller 123 and connects the selected and stores me number of an antenna exhibiting the minimum 

antenna to the receiver 122a in the reception unit 122. correlation value in the memory 123A. In response to the 

The receiver 122a of the reception unit 122 receives the antenna switching request 29 from the channel monitor 1226 

reception signal from the antenna unit 121 and performs 35 in the reception unit 122, the antenna switching information 

processing necessary for radio communication, e.g., generator 123g outputs the stored number of the antenna 

demodulation. Thereafter, the receiver 122a separates the exhibiting the minimum correction value, as the antenna 

land position information 42 multiplexed by the land com- switching information 30, to the antenna switch 121m in the 

munication equipment 11 from the reception signal and antenna unit 121. 

outputs the information to the position detector 123a in the 40 The operation of this embodiment will be briefly 

antenna controller 123, and also outputs the reception signal described next with reference to FIGS. 5A to 5K. Referring 

to the channel monitor 1226. The channel monitor 122b to FIGS. 5A to 5K, the axis of abscissa is the time axis, and 

converts the channel quality of the reception signal from the the downward arrows on the axis indicate that the train 

receiver 122a into a numerical value and evaluates the passes distance reference points 0, 1, 2, and 3 at times TO, 

channel quality. If the channel quality deteriorates and 45 Tl, T2, and T3, respectively. The intervals between the 

becomes lower than a reference value 28, the channel respective reference points will be referred to as sections 0 

monitor 122b outputs the antenna switching request 29 to (between the reference points 0 and 1), 1, 2, and 3 herein- 

the antenna switching information generator 123g in the after for the sake of convenience. Assume that the train 

antenna controller 123. In this case, as a means for convert- gradually accelerates in the section 0; travels at a constant 

ing a channel quality into a numerical value, a means based 50 speed in the section 1; and gradually decelerates in the 

on received power level or BER is used. section 2. The operation of each component of the antenna 

The position detector 123a of the antenna controller 123 controller 123 as one of the basic components of this 

decodes the land position information 42 from the receiver embodiment will be described below on these assumptions. 

122a to detect the current traveling position, and converts As shown in FIG. 5A, an output (traveling speed 21) from 

the detection result into a numerical value, thereby output- 55 the speedometer 123d exhibits a positive inclination in the 

ting the address (upper address) 25 of the reference point to section 0; no inclination in the section 1; and a negative 

the memory 1236. In addition, every time the position inclination in the section 2 according to the above assump- 

detector 123a detects the land position information 42, the tions. As shown in FIG. 5C, when the train passes each 

position detector 123a outputs the reset pulse 23 to the timer distance reference point, the reset pulse 23 having a certain 

123c to determine a time reference point on the basis of the 60 width is output from the position detector 123a. A given time 

land position information 42. reference point is denned by the time corresponding to the 

The memory 1236 outputs various radio wave propaga- trailing edge of the reset pulse 23. The timer 123c operates 

lion parameters 26 associated with the current traveling from this time reference point to the next time reference 

position to the correlation coefficient calculator 123/ in point and outputs the elapsed time 24 (timer output) shown 

accordance with the following address information: the 65 in FIG. 5D. The distance calculator 123e integrates the 

address 25 of the reference point, sent from the position output (traveling speed 21) from the speedometer 123d by 

detector 123a, and the traveling distance 22, output from the using the output (elapsed time 24) from the timer 123c, and 
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calculates/outputs the traveling distance 22 (distance calcu- 
lator output) shown in FIG. 5B after passing the time 
reference point 

As shown in 5E, every time the train passes a distance 
reference point, the position detector 123a outputs an iden- 5 
tification number fixed to a corresponding reference point 
(the position or the like of the land communication equip- 
ment 11) as the address 25 (position detector output) of the 
reference point The memory 123b outputs the radio wave 
propagation parameters 26 shown in FIG. 5F at the current 10 
traveling position in accordance with the output (address 25) 
from the position detector 123a and the output (traveling 
distance 22 from the reference point) from the timer 123c as 
address information. 

The correlation coefficient calculator 123/ always calcu- 15 
lates and outputs the space correlation coefficients 27 (cor- 
relation coefficient calculator outputs), shown in FIG. 5G, 
between the currently used antenna and the remaining 
antennas by using the radio wave propagation parameters 26 
(memory outputs) in the respective sections, output from the 20 
memory 1236, and the traveling distances 22 output from the 
distance calculator 123e. FIG. 5H shows channel qualities 
monitored by the channel monitor 1226. More specifically, 
in the section 0, the antenna switch 121m selects an antenna 
1 and the channel quality is good at first, but the channel 25 
quality gradually deteriorates with time. At time tO, the 
channel quality becomes lower than a given reference value 
(the chain line). For the sake of simplicity, FIGS. 5A to 5K 
show a case wherein the number of antennas is three (n=3). 
The correlation coefficient calculator 123/ calculates a space 30 
correlation coefficient (1, 2) between the antenna 1 as the 
current antenna and an antenna 2 and a space correlation 
coefficient (3, 1) between the antenna 1 and an antenna 3 
until time tO. 

As shown in FIG. 51, since the channel quality becomes 35 
lower than the reference value at time tO, the antenna 
switching request 29 (channel monitor output) is output 
from the channel monitor 1226 to the antenna switching 
information generator 123g. The antenna switching infor- 
mation generator 123g compares the space correlation coef- 40 
ficient (1,2) with the space correlation coefficient (3, 1) and 
stores information indicating an antenna exhibiting a smaller 
correlation value until time tO. The antenna switching infor- 
mation generator 123g receives the antenna switching 
request 29 at time tO. Since the space correlation coefficient 45 
(1, 2) is larger than the space correlation coefficient (3, 1) at 
this time point, the antenna switching information generator 
123g outputs the antenna switching information 30 (antenna 
switching information generator output, i.e., antenna num- 
ber 3) to select the antenna 3 exhibiting a smaller correlation 50 
value with respect to the antenna 1, as shown in FIG. 5J. The 
antenna switch 121m in the antenna unit 121 switches to the 
antenna 121c (antenna number 3) as the current antenna in 
accordance with this antenna number. Similarly, at time tl in 
the section 1, the channel quality becomes lower than the 55 
reference value again, and the antenna switching request 29 
shown in FIG. 51 is output. As shown in FIG. SI, at this time 
point, the antenna 1216 (antenna number 2) exhibiting a 
small correlation value with respect to the antenna 121c 
(antenna number 3) is selected and switched. Subsequently, 60 
every time the channel quality becomes lower than the 
reference value, control is performed to switch to an antenna 
exhibiting a small correlation value with respect to the 
current antenna according to the same procedure as 
described above. 65 

In the above embodiment, antenna switching is performed 
by using space correlation coefficients. However, space 



correlation coefficients at the respective traveling positions 
need not be used because a train travels the regular route 
unlike a vehicle. More specifically, in order to obtain an 
antenna switching pattern, the train is made to travel for 
measurement A plurality of pairs of receivers and channel 
monitors are mounted in the train, and outputs from the 
respective channel monitors at the respective traveling posi- 
tions are measured, thereby determining an optimum switch- 
ing pattern on the basis of the measurement values. FIG. 6 
shows a train communication equipment 12 using the 
switching pattern obtained in this manner as antenna switch- 
ing information according to another embodiment of the 
present invention. The same reference numerals in FIG. 6 
denote the same parts as in FIG. 1, and a description thereof 
will be omitted. 

Referring to FIG. 6, the obtained optimum switching 
pattern is stored in a memory 2236 of an antenna controller 
223 in advance. During operation/travel of the train, an 
antenna switching information generator 223# accesses the 
memory 2236 on the basis of an upper address 25 from a 
position detector 223a and a lower address 22 from a 
distance calculator 223e. The distance calculator 223* cal- 
culates a traveling distance from a reference point on the 
basis of outputs from a speedometer 273d and a timer 223c. 
Antenna information corresponding to the current traveling 
position is read out from the accessed memory 2236 in 
accordance with the stored switching pattern. The antenna 
switching information generator 223# switches an antenna 
switch 121m in accordance with the antenna information 
read out from the antenna switching information generator 
223g. Note that the same reference numerals in FIG. 6 
denote the same parts as in FIG. 1, and a description thereof 
will be omitted. 

In this embodiment, the channel monitor 1226, the cor- 
relation coefficient calculator 123/, and the memory 1236 
shown in FIG. 1 can be omitted, while one receiver 122a is 
used as in the first embodiment 

As a method of obtaining a current traveling position, the 
embodiment shown in FIG. 6 uses the method of detecting 
a current traveling position from each reference point posi- 
tion obtained from land position information from the land 
communication equipment 11 and a calculated distance from 
this reference point position. However, a current traveling 
position may be detected on the basis of a calculated 
distance from the first reference point Referring to FIG. 6, 
the timer 223c is reset when the train starts to travel from the 
start point, and the distance calculator 223e calculates the 
distance from the start point on the basis of outputs from the 
timer 223c and the speedometer 223a\ thereby detecting a 
current traveling position. In this case, land position infor- 
mation from each land communication equipment 11 and the 
position detector 123a can be omitted, and the timer 223c 
may be manually reset or automatically reset when the train 
starts to travel in the reverse direction. 

As has been described above, according to the radio 
communication system of the present invention, since an 
optimum antenna is selected by using the current traveling 
position of the train as a parameter, a highly reliably, 
economical system with a small equipment size can be 
realized. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A train radio communication system comprising a 
plurality of land communication equipments, arranged at 
predetermined intervals along a railroad on which a train 
travels, for outputting transmission signals having different 
frequencies, and a train communication equipment, arranged 
in the train, for setting a radio channel between said train 
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communication equipment and one of said land communi- 
cation equipments during travel of the train, 
said train communication equipment including: 
a plurality of antennas for respectively receiving the 
transmission signals from said land communication 5 
equipments; 

an antenna switch for selecting one of said antennas; 

a receiver for demodulating an output from said antenna 
selected by said antenna switch and outputting a recep- l0 
tion signal; and 

antenna control means, including current position detect- 
ing means for detecting a current traveling position of 
the train, for controlling said antenna switch in accor- 
dance with a current traveling position from said cur- 15 
rent position detecting means, 

2. A system according to claim 1, further comprising 
channel monitor means for monitoring quality of the recep- 
tion signal from said receiver and outputting an antenna 
switching request when the quality of the reception signal 20 
becomes lower than a reference value, and wherein said 
antenna control means switches said antenna switch on the 
basis of land position information when an antenna switch- 
ing request is generated by said channel monitor means. 

3. A system according to claim 1, further comprising a 25 
first memory for storing antenna switching information 
along the railroad on which the train travels, and wherein 
said antenna control means switches said antenna switching 
means in accordance with the antenna switching information 
stored in said first memory. 30 

4. A system according to claim 3, wherein said antenna 
control means comprises a second memory for storing 
propagation parameters corresponding to traveling positions 
of the train in advance and outputting a propagation param- 
eter in accordance with a current traveling position from said 35 
current position detecting means, a correlation coefficient 
calculator for calculating correlation coefficients between 
one of said antennas, selected on the basis of the propagation 
parameter from said second memory and the current trav- 
eling position from said current position detecting means, 40 
and said remaining antennas, and an antenna switching 
information generator for causing said first memory to store 

an antenna number corresponding to a minimum correlation 
coefficient of the correlation coefficients from said correla- 
tion coefficient calculator as antenna switching information 45 
and for outputting the stored antenna number to said antenna 
switch. 

5. A system according to claim 3, wherein a switching 
pattern corresponding to current traveling positions of the 
train which are obtained by causing the train to travel on the 50 
railroad and executing spatial diversity reception is stored, 

as antenna switching information, in said first memory in 
advance, and said antenna control means comprises an 
antenna switching information generator for obtaining an 
antenna number corresponding to a current traveling posi- 55 
tion supplied from said current position detecting means 
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from the switching pattern stored in said first memory and 
outputting the antenna number to said antenna switch. 

6. A system according to claim 1, wherein a transmission 
signal from each of said land communication equipments 
includes land position information, and said current position 
detecting means comprises a reference position detector for 
detecting a reference position on the basis of land position 
information from each of said land communication equip- 
ments, a speedometer for measuring a speed of the train, and 
a distance calculator for calculating a traveling distance 
from a reference position detected by said reference position 
detector on the basis of an output from said speedometer, 
and detects a current traveling position on the basis of the 
reference position detected by said reference position detec- 
tor and the traveling distance calculated by said distance 
calculator. 

7. A system according to claim 1, wherein said current 
position detecting means comprises a speedometer for 
detecting a speed of the train, and a distance calculator for 
detecting an entire traveling distance from a traveling start 
position of the train on the basis of an output from said 
speedometer, and detects a current traveling position on the 
basis of the total traveling distance calculated by said 
distance calculator. 

8. A train radio . communication system comprising a 
plurality of land communication equipments, arranged at 
predetermined intervals along a railroad on which a train 
travels, for outputting transmission signals having different 
frequencies, and a train communication equipment, arranged 
in the train, for setting a radio channel between said train 
communication equipment and one of said land communi- 
cation equipments during travel of the train, 

said train communication equipment including: 

a plurality of antennas for respectively receiving the 

transmission signals from said land communication 

equipments; 

an antenna switch for selecting one of said antennas; 

a receiver for demodulating an output from said antenna 
selected by said antenna switch and outputting a recep- 
tion signal; 

channel monitor means for monitoring quality of a recep- 
tion signal from said receiver and outputting an antenna 
switching request when the quality of the reception 
signal becomes lower than a reference value; and 

antenna control means, including current position detect- 
ing means for detecting a current traveling position of 
the train on the basis of land position information from 
said receiver and a traveling speed of the train, for 
controlling said antenna switch in accordance with the 
current traveling position from said current position 
detecting means in response to an antenna switching 
request generated by said channel monitor means. 

***** 
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